SOLEMNITY OF MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD - YEAR A

First Reading Nm 6:22-27

A reading from the book of Numbers

They will call down my name on the children of Israel and | will
bless them.

The Lord spoke to Moses and said, ‘Say this to Aaron and
his sons: “This is how you are to bless the sons of Israel.
You shall say to them:
May the Lord bless you and keep you.
May the Lord let his face shine on you and be gracious
to you.
May the Lord uncover his face to you and bring you
peace.”
This is how they are to call down my name on the sons of
Israel, and | will bless them.’
Responsorial Psalm  Ps66:2-3.5.6.8.R.v.2
(R.) May God bless us in his mercy.
1. God, be gracious and bless us
and let your face shed its light upon us.
So will your ways be known upon earth
and all nations learn your saving help. (R.)
2. Let the nations be glad and exult
for you rule the world with justice.
With fairness you rule the peoples.
you guide the nations on earth. (R.)
3. Let the peoples praise you, O God,;
let all the peoples praise you.
May God still give us his blessing
till the ends of the earth revere him. (R.)
Second Reading Gal 4:4-7
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Galatians

When the appointed time came, God sent his son, born of a
woman.

When the appointed time came, God sent his Son, born of
a woman, born a subject of the Law, to redeem the
subjects of the Law and to enable us to be adopted as
sons. The proof that you are sons is that God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts: the Spirit that cries, ‘Abba,
Father’, and it is this that makes you a son, you are not a
slave any more; and if God has made you son, then he has
made you heir.
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Gospel Acclamation Heb 1:1-2

Alleluia, alleluia!

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the
prophets;

now he speaks to us through his Son.

Alleluia!

Gospel Lk 2:16-21

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke

The shepherds found Mary and Joseph, and the infant lying in

the crib... When the eighth day came they gave him the name of

Jesus.

The shepherds hurried away to Bethlehem and found
Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in the manger. When
they saw the child they repeated what they had been told
about him, and everyone who heard it was astonished at
what the shepherds had to say. As for Mary, she treasured
all these things and pondered them in her heart. And the
shepherds went back glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen; it was exactly as they had been
told.

When the eighth day came and the child was to be
circumcised, they gave him the name Jesus, the name the
angel had given him before his conception.

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate
The Calendar-Shattering Mary

It is fitting that on New Year’s Day we celebrate the
calendar-shattering event in human history: the
extraordinary role that a young woman in Galilee played in
God'’s plan for the human race.

In the Western Church, the young woman is titled ‘Mother
of God'. This signifies a relationship, a loving, nurturing
relationship. We know that it encompassed a mother’s
horror of seeing her son tortured and done to death on
the Cross.

Yes, she was a mother, but Mother
of God.

How can this be portrayed for our
minds to grasp? In the Book of
Genesis, the creative act which
began all reckoning of the passage
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of time and seasons was signalled by the Divine Wind
hovering over the formless void.

When that Holy Gust hovered over Mary, and she
responded: ‘Be it done unto me according to thy Word’,
the human existence of Our Lord Jesus Christ began, the
fulcrum of history from which our calendar begins.

We could pause for a moment to pray that at the end of
all history, at the end of all calendars, we may share in

Divine life with Mary of Galilee, Mother of God.
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com

MASS AND PRAYER REQUESTS:

We remember and pray for those who are ill at home
and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing
presence of Christ: Iris Spittles, Pauline Coleman, David
Curran, Pat Hogan, Abbie Sweeper, Kym Mason, Mollie
Hofman, Melanie Hoch, Kim Goodwin, Anne Hugo, John
Presland, Margaret Blake, Rodrigo Canete, Fay Biddle,
Helen Tumbers, Hilda Carey, Lucresia Casia, Anne Rawson,
Enrique Tuazon, and Victoria Diputado.

Baptism:

Recently Deceased: Sam Robinson and Peter New
Anniversary: Rita Oakes

Privacy Laws. All parishioners are encouraged to pray for the
sick. Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws,
names of the sick and deceased can only be put in the bulletin
with the permission of the immediate family.

BULLETIN

Please contact the Parish Office on 6543 1167 if you have
any notices for the bulletin, or alternatively email:
muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au

The Parish bulletin can be accessed on our website:
muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au

or on our Facebook page: Catholic Parish of St James
Muswellbrook

Please email muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au if
you would like the bulletin emailed to you each week.

SAFEGUARDING THE MOST VULNERABLE IN OUR
COMMUNITY

Please visit our ‘Safeguarding’ page to access a range of
safeguarding resources:
muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au

Have a complaint or wish to provide feedback? Visit:
officeofsafeguarding.org.au/feedback/
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May he give you the desire of your heart

and make all your plans succeed (V
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Weekly Mass Diary

THE EPIPHANY

OF THE LORD
9.00am 9.00am 11.30am 9.00am 5.30pm 10.00am
Private, Mass Adoration and |Mass Mass Mass
Personal St James Benediction St James St James St James
Prayer and Muswellbrook Muswellbrook Muswellbrook |Muswellbrook
Adoration 12.05pm
St James Mass
Muswellbrook St James

Muswellbrook

5.00pm 8.00am
Mass Mass
St Thomas St James
Aberdeen Muswellbrook
Minister Roster Sunday 8th January 2023
Readers Cantors Musicians Gifts Extr:f\o_rdlnary Altar Sacristan
Ministers Servers
5.30pm J. O’Brien F. O’Brien Sr. Dorothy |Can you fill C. Hayes
Saturday J. Paul this position?
Muswellbrook
8am J. Dallah T. Hobbs K. Mason M. Hamilton
Saturday
Aberdeen
10am G. Griffin M. Kelly C. Kelly Can you fill K. Goodwin
. e
Sunday Can you fill this this position?
Muswellbrook position?
Counters Jane and Stephen Thatcher
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