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First Reading   Zep 2:3; 3:12-13 
A reading from the prophet Zephaniah 
Seek the Lord 
all you, the humble of the earth, 
who obey his commands. 
Seek integrity, 
seek humility: 
you may perhaps find shelter 
on the day of the anger of the Lord. 
In your midst I will leave 
a humble and lowly people, 
and those who are left in Israel will seek refuge in the 

name of the Lord. 
They will do no wrong, 
will tell no lies; 
and the perjured tongue will no longer 
be found in their mouths. 
But they will be able to graze and rest 
with no one to disturb them. 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:7-10. R. Mt 5:3 
(R.) Happy the poor in spirit; 

the kingdom of heaven is theirs! 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith forever,  
who is just to those who are oppressed. 
It is he who gives bread to the hungry, 
the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind,  
who raises up those who are bowed down, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger 
and upholds the widow and orphan. (R.) 

3. It is the Lord who loves the just  
but thwarts the path of the wicked. 
The Lord will reign for ever, 
Zion’s God, from age to age. (R.) 

Second Reading  1 Cor 1:26-31 
A reading from the first letter of St Paul to the Corinthians 
Take yourselves, brothers, at the time when you were 
called: how many of you were wise in the ordinary sense 
of the word, how many were influential people, or came 

from noble families? No, it was to shame the wise that 
God chose what is foolish by human reckoning, and to 
shame what is strong that he chose what is weak by 
human reckoning; those whom the world thinks common 
and contemptible are the ones that God has chosen – 
those who are nothing at all to show up those who are 
everything. The human race has nothing to boast about to 
God, but you, God has made members of Christ Jesus and 
by God’s doing he has become our wisdom, and our 
virtue, and our holiness, and our freedom. As scripture 
says: if anyone wants to boast, let him boast about the 
Lord. 

Gospel Acclamation  Mt 5:12 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Rejoice and be glad; 
Your reward will be great in heaven. 
Alleluia! 

Gospel    Mt 5:1-12 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up the hill. There he sat 
down and was joined by his disciples. Then he began to 
speak. This is what he taught them: 

‘How happy are the poor in spirit: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
Happy the gentle: 
they shall have the earth for their heritage. 
Happy those who mourn: 
they shall be comforted. 
Happy those who hunger and thirst for what is right: 
they shall be satisfied. 
Happy the merciful: 
they shall have mercy shown them. 
Happy the pure in heart: 
they shall see God. 
Happy the peacemakers: 
they shall be called sons of God. 
Happy those who are persecuted in the cause of right: 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

‘Happy are you when people abuse you and persecute you 
and speak all kinds of calumny against you on my account. 
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Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in 
heaven.’ 

MASS AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home 
and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 
presence of Christ: Iris Spittles, Pauline Coleman, David 
Curran, Pat Hogan, Abbie Sweeper, Kym Mason, Mollie 
Hofman, Melanie Hoch, Kim Goodwin, Anne Hugo, John 
Presland, Margaret Blake, Rodrigo Canete, Fay Biddle, 
Helen Tumbers, Hilda Carey, Lucresia Casia, Anne Rawson, 
Enrique Tuazon, Victoria Diputado, Vinitia Fernando, and 
Maree Bible. 
Baptism:  
Recently Deceased:  
Anniversary:  
Privacy Laws. All parishioners are encouraged to pray for the 
sick. Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, 
names of the sick and deceased can only be put in the bulletin 
with the permission of the immediate family. 

SAFEGUARDING 
Please visit our ‘Safeguarding’ page to access a range of 
safeguarding resources: 
muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au 
 

REFLECTION by Fr Michael Tate 
The Beatitudes … A Call to Action 
Jesus doesn’t start in a fantasy dream world of perfection. 
Jesus looks at the world as it often is for many people, 
perhaps for most people around the world: ‘the poor in 
spirit’, ‘those who mourn’, ‘those who are gentle’, ‘those 
who hunger and thirst for justice’. 
Jesus astonishes the crowd by saying that such people are 
‘Blessed’. How can this be? The answer lies in our Lord’s 
emphasis on the new community he is establishing under 
the reign of God: what he calls ‘the Kingdom of God’. 
Those in such wretched circumstances will have things set 
right, but only if followers of Jesus do everything possible 
to lift the poor out of the poverty which crushes their 
spirit, do everything possible to comfort those who 
mourn, do everything possible to make sure the gentle 
share the earth’s resources, do everything possible to 
satisfy the craving for justice. 
We could pause for a moment to pray the ‘Our Father’ 
pledging ourselves to help construct this new society 
where the Beatitudes can come true:  
‘Thy Kingdom come. Thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven.’  
© Fr Michael Tate; mtate@bigpond.com 

 

Weekly Mass Diary 

Monday 
30 January 

Tuesday 
31 January 

Wednesday 
1 February 

Thursday 
2 February 

Friday 
3 February 

Saturday 
4 February 

Sunday 
5 February 

   The 
Presentation of 

the Lord 

  WORD OF 
GOD SUNDAY 

9.00am 
Private, 
Personal 
Prayer and 
Adoration 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

 9.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

11.30am 
Adoration and 
Benediction 
12.05pm 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

9.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

9.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 
5.30pm 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

10.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

 5.00pm 
Mass 
St Thomas 
Aberdeen 

    8.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Muswellbrook 

 

Minister Roster Sunday 5th February 2023 

1st Sunday of 
the Month 

Readers Cantors Musicians Gifts 
Extraordinary 

Ministers 
Altar 

Servers 

Sacristan 

5.30pm 
Saturday 
Muswellbrook 

Can you fill this 
position? 

C. Hayes Sr. Dorothy J. Toohey 
R. Wood 

 R. Panis C. Hayes 

Can you fill this 
position? 

8am 
Saturday 
Aberdeen 

T. Hobbs J. Lonergan C. Bowen    M. Hamilton 

10am 
Sunday 
Muswellbrook 

M. Kempis Can you fill 
this position? 

K. Mason Can you fill 
this position? 

  K. Goodwin 

Can you fill this 
position? 

Counters Mary-Ellen and David Leedham 
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