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Second Candle 
Priest:  The second week of Advent we 
remember the gift of Peace we have in 
Christ. Peace is a gift that we must be 
prepared for and must work for. God 
gives us the gift of peace when we turn to 
him working together in faith. 
Priest:  Through John the Baptist and all 

the other prophets, God asks us to prepare the way of the 
Lord, whom the prophet Isaiah calls “the Prince of Peace.” 
As we light this candle today we look with hope for the 
day that Christ’s peace will reign in our hearts, in our 
homes, in our communities, and in our world. As we light 
this candle, we are reminded to work for that peace of 
Christ to come and take root in us. 
(Someone lights the first two purple candles on the Advent 
Wreath.) 
All:  Let us pray - Loving God, we thank you for the gift of 
peace you give us through Jesus. Help us prepare our 
hearts for the Lord’s coming by working for Christ’s peace 
to take root in our family. We ask this in the name of the 
one born in Bethlehem, Jesus our Lord. 
All:  Amen. 
 
First Reading   Isaiah 11:1-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
He judges the poor with justice. 

A shoot springs from the stock of Jesse, 
a scion thrusts from his roots: 
on him the spirit of the Lord rests, 
a spirit of wisdom and insight, 
a spirit of counsel and power, 
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord. 
(The fear of the Lord is his breath.) 
He does not judge by appearances, 
he gives no verdict on hearsay, 
but judges the wretched with integrity, 

and with equity gives a verdict for the poor of the 
land. 

His word is a rod that strikes the ruthless, 
his sentences bring death to the wicked. 
Integrity is the loincloth round his waist, 
faithfulness the belt about his hips. 
The wolf lives with the lamb, 
the panther lies down with the kid, 
calf and lion cub feed together 
with a little boy to lead them. 
The cow and the bear make friends, 
their young lie down together. 
The lion eats straw like the ox. 
The infant plays over the cobra's hole; 
into the viper's lair 
the young child puts his hand. 
They do no hurt, no harm, 
on all my holy mountain, 
for the country is filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters swell the sea. 
That day, the root of Jesse 
shall stand as a signal to the peoples. 
It will be sought out by the nations 
and its home will be glorious. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm Ps 71:1-2. 7-8. 12-13. 17. R. cf. v.7 

(R.) Justice shall flourish in his time, and fullness of 
peace for ever. 

1. O God, give your judgement to the king,  
to a king’s son your justice, 
that he may judge your people in justice 
and your poor in right judgement. (R.) 

2. In his days justice shall flourish  
and peace till the moon fails. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, 
from the Great River to the earth’s bounds. (R.) 
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3. For he shall save the poor when they cry  
and the needy who are helpless. 
He will have pity on the weak 
and save the lives of the poor. (R.) 

4. May his name be blessed for ever  
and endure like the sun. 
Every tribe shall be blessed in him, 
all nations bless his name. (R.) 
 

Second Reading  Romans 15:4-9 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Romans 
Christ, the hope of all people. 

Everything that was written long ago in the scriptures 
was meant to teach us something about hope from 
the examples scripture gives of how people who did 
not give up were helped by God. And may he who 
helps us when we refuse to give up, help you all to be 
tolerant with each other, following the example of 
Christ Jesus, so that united in mind and voice you 
may give glory to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
It can only be to God’s glory, then, for you to treat 
each other in the same friendly way as Christ treated 
you. The reason Christ became the servant of 
circumcised Jews was not only so that God could 
faithfully carry out the promises made to the 
patriarchs, it was also to get the pagans to give glory 
to God for his mercy, as scripture says in one place: 
For this I shall praise you among the pagans and sing 
your name. 
The Word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation   Luke 3:4. 6 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths: 
all people shall see the salvation of God. 
Alleluia! 

 
Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 
Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close at hand. 

In due course John the Baptist appeared; he 
preached in the wilderness of Judaea and this was 
his message: ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 
close at hand.’ This was the man the prophet Isaiah 
spoke of when he said: 

A voice cries in the wilderness: 
Prepare a way for the Lord, 
make his paths straight. 

This man John wore a garment made of camel-hair 
with a leather belt round his waist, and his food was 
locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all 
Judaea and the whole Jordan district made their way 
to him, and as they were baptised by him in the river 
Jordan they confessed their sins. But when he saw a 
number of Pharisees and Sadducees coming for 
baptism he said to them, ‘Brood of vipers, who 
warned you to fly from the retribution that is coming? 

But if you are repentant, produce the appropriate fruit, 
and do not presume to tell yourselves, “We have 
Abraham for our father,” because, I tell you, God can 
raise children for Abraham from these stones. Even 
now the axe is laid to the roots of the trees, so that 
any tree which fails to produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown on the fire. I baptise you in water for 
repentance, but the one who follows me is more 
powerful than I am, and I am not fit to carry his 
sandals; he will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and 
fire. His winnowing-fan is in his hand; he will clear his 
threshing-floor and gather his wheat into the barn; but 
the chaff he will burn in a fire that will never go out.’ 

 

Reflection by Fr Victor 
 
As we enter the second week of Advent, the Church 
invites us to listen to the strong, clear voice of John 
the Baptist calling from the wilderness: “Prepare the 
way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” Advent is 
not only a season of hopeful waiting; it is also a time 
for honest reflection, renewal, and readiness. John 
reminds us that God’s coming is not something 
passive—we are meant to participate by opening our 
hearts, simplifying our lives, and clearing away 
whatever keeps us from God’s grace. 
In the readings of the second Sunday of Advent, we 
also hear Isaiah’s beautiful vision of the Messiah: a 
leader filled with wisdom, justice, and peace. This 
vision is not just a dream of the distant past—it is 
God’s desire for our world today. Advent encourages 
us to look at our own homes, relationships, and 
communities and ask: Where can I bring more 
peace? Where is God inviting me to act with 
kindness, fairness, or courage? 

The lighting of the second candle on the Advent 
wreath—called the Candle of Peace—reminds us 
that Christ comes not with force, but with gentleness. 
True peace begins in the heart, grows in the family, 
and extends into the world. 
May this week be a time of quiet preparation and 
renewed hope. As we continue our Advent journey, 
let us commit ourselves to preparing a worthy place 
for Christ to dwell—within us, among us, and through 
us. 
Come, Lord Jesus. Make our hearts ready for 
Your coming. 
Stay Healthy, Stay Safe and Stay Blessed! 
 

Christmas Mass Times 2025 
 

Christmas Eve 
St James Parish Muswellbrook 5pm 

St Tomas Aberdeen – 8pm 
Christmas Day 

St James Parish, Muswellbrook – 9am 
Please see flyers for more details 
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Change of Mass Venue 
Due to repairs commencing on St James’ 
Church, the venue for Masses will need to 
change. From the weekend of 18th 
October 2025 until further notice, 
weekend Masses will be held at St James’ 
Primary School and weekday Masses will 
be held in the Convent Chapel.  

Thank you for your assistance. 

 

 

 

Volunteers are invited to form a 
Parish Team to assist in realising 
Parish Council plans and events. If 
you have any questions, please 
contact Fr Victor. 

COLUMBAN CALENDAR, INCARNATE ADVENT 
DAILY REFLECTIONS, AND DAILY MASS BOOK 

Our books have arrived. 
 

Those who have put there’ names down for 
Calendars, Advent Daily Reflections and 2026 
Daily Mass books, they are at the back of the 

church with your names on them. 
 

Columban Calendars are $8.00 
Advent Daily Reflections are $6.00 
2026 Daily Mass Books are $33.00 

 
Please put your money in an envelope and 

put your name on it. 
 

If you haven’t put your name down but 
would like to purchase one of these items, 

there are a few still available, but 
remember - first in best dressed. 

We Will be celebrating Mission Sunday on the 
weekend of 6-7 December 2025. 



  

Weekly Mass Diary 
Monday 

8 Dec 
Tuesday 

9 Dec 
Wednesday 

10 Dec 
Thursday 

11 Dec 
Friday 
12 Dec 

Saturday 
13 Dec 

Sunday 
14 Dec 

      Third Sunday of 
Advent 

 
  9.00am 

Mass 
Convent 
 

 

5.30pm 
Mass 
Convert 

 

9.30am 
Year End 
Mass  
St James 
Primary 
School 

9.00am 
Mass 
Convent 
 
5.30pm 
Vigil Mass 
St James 
Primary 
School 

10.00am 
Mass 
St James 
Primary 
School 
Muswellbrook 

 

 
 
 

5.00pm 
Mass 
St Thomas 
 Aberdeen 

    8.00am 
Mass 
St Thomas 
 Aberdeen 

 
Minister Roster Sunday 30 November 

2nd Sunday of 
Month 

 
Readers 

 
Cantors 

 
Musician 

 
Gifts 

 
Counters 

Altar 
Server 

 
Sacristan 

5.30pm 
Saturday 
Muswellbrook 

S E Bernard C Hayes Sr. Dorothy 
 

  Ryan C. Hayes 

8.00 am 
Sunday 
Aberdeen 

J Dallah T Hobbs C Bowen    M. Hamilton 

10.00am 
Sunday 
Muswellbrook 

G Griffith 
M Shanahan 

M Kelly  C Kelly  J & S 
Thatcher 

Stella 
Liam 
 

J. Grenfell 

 

MASS AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing presence of 
Christ: Judy Chlebowicz, Mick Chisolm, Pat Hogan, Helen Tumbers, Anne Rawson, Kym Mason, Anne Hugo James McGrath, 
David Curran, Beate Shanahan, Rochelle Ashman, Sr. Anne Daley, Glenda Fe Jimenez, Chris Cantrall, K.P.Paul, Yolly Catoy, Jim 
Curran, Charles Sadgrove, Rollen Borres, Linda Bates, Josefina Flores, Jenelyn Regala, Constancio Alesing, Florentino Mateo 
and Rodelio Borress. 
Anniversary:  Colin Carter, Doreen Ayre and Dulcie McTaggart. 
Recently Deceased:  Patrick Farrell, Therese Furlong and Aileen Shaw. 
Baptisms:  
Privacy Laws. All parishioners are encouraged to pray for the sick. Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, names of the 
sick and deceased can only be put in the bulletin with the permission of the immediate family. 
 

St James and St Thomas – Pray for Us 
 BULLETIN 

Please contact the Parish Office on 6543 1167 if you have any notices for the bulletin, or alternatively email: 
muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au 

The Parish bulletin can be accessed on our website: muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au.  
or on our Facebook page: Catholic Parish of St James Muswellbrook  

Please email muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au if you would like the bulletin emailed to you each week. 

SAFEGUARDING THE MOST VULNERABLE IN OUR COMMUNITY 
Please visit our ‘Safeguarding’ page to access a range of safeguarding resources: 

muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au Have a complaint or wish to provide feedback? Visit: 
officeofsafeguarding.org.au/feedback/ 

 

“Our mission is to spread the Kingdom by being an alive and informed Community, united as one family in care and consideration 
for each other in the love of God.” 
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