
Entrance Antiphon  Psalm 129:3-4 

If you, O Lord, should mark iniquities, 
Lord, who could stand? 
But with you is found forgiveness, 
O God of Israel. 
 

First Reading Isaiah 25:6-10 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 
The Lord will prepare a feast and will wipe away the 
tears from every cheek. 

On this mountain, 
the Lord of hosts will prepare for all people 
a banquet of rich food, a banquet of fine wines, 
of food rich and juicy, of fine strained wines. 
On this mountain he will remove 
the mourning veil covering all peoples, 
and the shroud enwrapping all nations, 
he will destroy Death for ever. 
The Lord will wipe away 
the tears from every cheek; 
he will take away his people's shame 
everywhere on earth, 
for the Lord has said so. 
That day, it will be said: See, this is our God 
in whom we hoped for salvation; 
the Lord is the one in whom we hoped. 
We exult and we rejoice 
that he has saved us; 
for the hand of the Lord 
rests on this mountain. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 

 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 22. R. v.6 

 

(R.) I shall live in the house of the Lord 
all the days of my life. 
 

1. The Lord is my shepherd;  
there is nothing I shall want. 
Fresh and green are the pastures 
where he gives me repose. 
Near restful waters he leads me, 
to revive my drooping spirit. (R.) 

2. He guides me along the right path;  
he is true to his name. 
If I should walk in the valley of darkness 
no evil would I fear. 
You are there with your crook and your staff; 
with these you give me comfort. (R.) 

3. You have prepared a banquet for me  
in the sight of my foes. 
My head you have anointed with oil; 
my cup is overflowing. (R.) 

4. Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me  
all the days of my life. 
In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell 
for ever and ever. (R.) 

 

Second Reading   Philippians 4:12-14. 19-20 

A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Philippians 
I am able to do all things in him who strengthens me. 

I know how to be poor and I know how to be rich too. I 
have been through my initiation and now I am ready 
for anything anywhere: full stomach or empty  

Weekly Mass Diary 

ST JAMES’ PARISH 
St James Muswellbrook 

St Thomas Aberdeen 
We acknowledge the traditional owners who cared for this land for thousands of years and their descendants who have 

maintained these spiritual connections and traditions 

PARISH CONTACTS 
Administrator: Fr Sabu Pulimalayil RCJ     Parish Secretary:  Natasha Daniels  

Email:  sabu.pulimalayil@mn.catholic.org.au   Email: muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au 
           PO Box 35, Muswellbrook NSW 2333 
St James Primary School        Phone:  02 6543 3532 
Principal: Mr Aaron Moon       Office Hours: Mon, Wed and Fri 9.00am – 3.00pm 
Office: 6543 3094         Website:  
Email: admin@muswellbrook.catholic.edu.au    www.muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au 
St Joseph’s Catholic College 
Principal:  Veronica Rolfe 
Office:  6543 7444 
Email:  admin@aberdeen.catholic.edu.au 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR A          11th October 2026 

mailto:muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au
http://www.muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au/


Monday 
12th October 

Tuesday 
13th October 

Wednesday 
14th October 

Thursday  
15th October 

Friday 
16th October 

Saturday 
17th October 

Sunday 
18 th October 

   St Terese of 
Jesus, virgin, 

doctor 

 St Ignatius of 
Antioch, bishop, 

martyr 

29th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

  
 
 

    
5.30 pm 
Vigil Mass 
St James 
Church 

10.00 am 
Mass 
St James 
Church 

          8.00 am 
Mass 
St Thomas 

 Aberdeen 

Minister Roster Sunday 18th October 2026 
 

3rd Sunday of 
Month 

 
Readers 

 
Cantors 

 
Musician 

 
Gifts 

 
Counters 

Altar 
Server 

 
Sacristan 

5.30pm 
Saturday 
Muswellbrook 

A Moon 
J Jacobs 
 

 
C Hayes 

 
Sr. Dorothy 
 

  
 

 
Ryan 

 
C. Hayes 
 

8.00 am 
Sunday 
Aberdeen 

 

C Wykes 
M Edwards 

 
M Edwards 

 
C Bowen 
 

   
Wes 

 
 

10.00am 
Sunday 
Muswellbrook 

 
C Lumaban 
 

 
M Kelly 

 
C Kelly 

   
T & J 
Bristow 

 
Stella 
Liam 
 

 
J. Grenfell 

MASS AND PRAYER REQUESTS: 
We remember and pray for those who are ill at home and in hospital at this time, may they know the healing 
presence of Christ: Beate Shanahan, Mick Chisolm, Charles Sadgrove, Linda Bates, Jenelyn Regala, Florentino 
Mateo, Eunice Benn, Vhiel Bobadillah, Anne Hugo, Rochelle Ashman, Kym Mason, Rodelio Borress, Sr Gaye Lennon 
and Margaret Hamilton. 
Anniversary: Phillip Francis McTaggart 
Recently Deceased:  
Baptisms:  
Privacy Laws. All parishioners are encouraged to pray for the sick. Masses will be offered on request. Due to privacy laws, 
names of the sick and deceased can only be put in the bulletin with the permission of the immediate family 
 

St James and St Thomas – Pray for Us  
 

BULLETIN Please contact the Parish Office on 6543 1167 if you have any notices for the bulletin, or alternatively 
email: muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au. The Parish bulletin can be accessed on our website: 

muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au. or on our Facebook page: Catholic Parish of St James Muswellbrook   
Please email muswellbrookparish@mn.catholic.org.au if you would like the bulletin emailed to you each week.  

 
Muswellbrook Parish Direct Giving Banking Details:  BSB:  066739   Account Number:  100 003 823.  

Account Name:  Diocese of Maitland Newcastle Catholic Development Fund. Agent Number 73 
These numbers will show a warning that the numbers can’t be verified, but that is fine, as long as the BSB is correct. 

SAFEGUARDING THE MOST VULNERABLE IN OUR COMMUNITY Please visit our ‘Safeguarding’ page to 
access a range of safeguarding resources:  muswellbrookcatholicparish.org.au Have a complaint or wish to provide 

feedback? Visit:  officeofsafeguarding.org.au/feedback/ Muswellbrook Parish Promotor of Safeguarding 
Jane Jacobs (Contact via Parish Office).  

 

“Our mission is to spread the Kingdom by being an alive and informed Community, united as one family in care and consideration 
for each other in the love of God.” 
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Rosary and Picnic 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

At St James’ Convent 

11am, 11th October, 2026 

Please come and help us celebrate  

the month of the Holy Rosary 

a plate to share. Cuppa will be provided 
 

 
Calling for Expressions of Interest – Councils and Advisory Boards 

 
The Diocese of Maitland-Newcastle warmly invites you to once again journey 

with us in faith, open dialogue and discernment as we continue to establish and 
strengthen our new Councils and Advisory Boards. 

Following our initial Expressions of Interest process last year, we are now 
seeking to fill some vacancies on our Councils and Advisory Boards as we build on 
the strong foundation. 

This next phase is an opportunity to broaden participation and ensure our 
governance reflects the diversity and rich gifts of our diocesan community.  

Our renewed governance model honours both civil and Church law, and is 
grounded in the mission and teachings of the Church.  

The Councils and Advisory Boards that have formed play an important role in 
shaping the future of our Diocese, contributing to decisions that support faithful, 
sustainable and mission-driven outcomes. Already our Pastoral Council has been 
discerning our call to mission.   

We invite people from across the Diocese who feel called to serve to submit an expression of interest via the 
Diocesan website and QR code.   Link:   https://mn.catholic.org.au/governance-advisory-group-eoi/   In particular, 
opportunities exist for those with backgrounds in Governance, Finance Banking and Insurance. These groups 
work in a synodal way marked by collaboration, respectful listening and thoughtful conversation.  Join with us - this is a 
unique opportunity to share your gifts, deepen your engagement in the life of the Church and help shape the path ahead 
for our Diocese.  
 

2025/2026 Financial Report.  

Please find a summary of the Parish's income 
and expenditure over this period posted at 
the back of the church. Any queries may be 
directed to Fr Sabu for clarification. Thank 
you, Parish Finance Committee. 

 

Clergy Retreat. 

All the clergy of the dioceses with Bishop will 
be on retreat from October 11-16. Please 
remember our priests and bishops in our 
prayers that this may be a time for their 

spiritual renewal and blessings. There are no 
weekday masses for this week. 

 

New parish office, land line number  
02 6543 3532 

Photos are from the Blessing the new Office 
on Sunday 4th October 2026 
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Second Reading Continued 
 
stomach, poverty or plenty. There is nothing I cannot 
master with the help of the One who gives me 
strength. All the same, it was good of you to share 
with me in my hardships. In return my God will fulfil all 
your needs, in Christ Jesus, as lavishly as only God 
can. Glory to God, our Father, for ever and ever. 
Amen. 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 
 

Gospel Acclamation   See Ephesians 1:17-18 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
May the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ 
enlighten the eyes of our heart 
that we might see how great is the hope 
to which we are called. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel  Matthew 22:1-14 
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew 

Whomsoever you find invite to the wedding. 
Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the 
people: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to 
a king who gave a feast for his son’s wedding. He 
sent his servants to call those who had been invited, 
but they would not come. Next he sent some more 
servants. “Tell those who have been invited” he said 
“that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and 
fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is 
ready. Come to the wedding.” But they were not 
interested: one went off to his farm, another to his 
business, and the rest seized his servants, maltreated 
them and killed them. The king was furious. He 
dispatched his troops, destroyed those murderers and 
burnt their town. Then he said to his servants, “The 
wedding is ready; but as those who were invited 
proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the 
town and invite everyone you can find to the 
wedding.” So these servants went out onto the roads 
and collected together everyone they could find, bad 
and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled with 
guests. When the king came in to look at the guests 
he noticed one man who was not wearing a wedding 
garment, and said to him, “How did you get in here, 
my friend, without a wedding garment?” And the man 
was silent. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind 
him hand and foot and throw him out into the dark, 
where there will be weeping and grinding of teeth.” 
For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 
The Gospel of our Lord. 

Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

 

Communion Antiphon Cf Psalm 33:11 

The rich suffer want and go hungry, 
but those who seek the Lord lack no blessing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

REFLECTION by Dianne Bergant CSA 

As incredible as it may seem, some people turn down 
the invitation to the eschatological banquet. This is 
the case, both in the parable and in our world today. 
This invitation seems much less interesting than a 
sports event, the latest movie, or some social affair. 
So much of our time and energy is spent either 
climbing the economic ladder or just trying to keep 
our heads above water. Even if we are interested in 
the banquet, we do not seem able to afford the time 
and energy that it might require. And so we send our 
regrets: I cannot come. What a shame! We seem to 
have forgotten that everything is tending toward the 
end; all of our plans, interests and distractions will 
cease. Only the banquet will remain. All God asks of 
us is that we receive the blessings that have been 
prepared for us. We need not work for them. In fact, 
we cannot work for them on our own. All we can do is 
enjoy them. Enjoyment of the eschatological time of 
fulfilment is open to all, but guaranteed to none. 
One theme seems to connect all of the readings for 
this Sunday, our total dependence on God. God 
spreads the banquet table and invites the guests; 
God punishes those who are indifferent to or 
antagonistic toward the eschatological banquet; God 
supplies whatever we need in whatever 
circumstances we find ourselves. We do not have to 
bargain with God, or make reservations. All we have 
to do is accept what God has to offer. 
© Dianne Bergant CSA 


